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| got my start in national politics working on
Bob’s campaigns while in college. I'll always
remember how much all those who were
touched by his life’s work loved and admired
him. His legacy of honest public service re-
mains an inspiration to me and other elected
officials in Wisconsin and across the country.

Bob was a leading voice for civil rights and
civil liberties, an advocate for peace, and a
leader in Congress during his 32 years as a
U.S. Representative. He will always be re-
membered as one of Wisconsin’s greatest leg-
islators—among the likes of Bob LaFollette,
Gaylord Nelson, and William Proxmire.

| ask my colleagues to join the people of
Wisconsin to mourn the loss of a leader
whose humility and dedication will forever
serve as the model to every person who an-
swers the call to public service. It was a privi-
lege to know him as a friend. It is an honor to
continue his legacy in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives.

———

RECOGNIZING HUNTER YEARGAN’S
MISSOURI CLASS 3 STATE WRES-
TLING CHAMPIONSHIP

HON. BILLY LONG

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 28, 2015

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Hunter Yeargan of Willard, Missouri, for
claiming the Missouri Class 3 high school
wrestling title.

Hunter entered the title match with a height
and reach disadvantage against his opponent
in the state championship match. His oppo-
nent kept a solid hold on him until the second
period. He only needed one shot to come
back, and that one shot is exactly what he got.
With only five seconds left, Hunter overcame
the odds to pin his opponent and win the
championship match.

Hunter had an amazing season with a
record of 41—1. This is his second state plac-
ing after taking third in his class last year.

| ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Hunter Yeargan for a strong finish to his
season, and for bringing the state title home to
Willard High School.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF MRS. MARY
ALYCE TRAYLOR HARRIS

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 28, 2015

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
ask for the House’s attention today to recog-
nize Mrs. Mary Alyce Traylor Harris, a mem-
ber of the first graduating class (1945) of East
Highland High School which was located in
Sylacauga, Alabama.

Mrs. Harris was the third child of John and
Ruby Traylor born on April 4, 1926, in
Sylacauga, Alabama.

After graduating from East Highland High
School, she moved to Birmingham and at-
tended Miles College. She also attended nurs-
ing school at Western Olin High School (Now
Jackson Olin) and graduated in the top 10
percent of her class. In 1965, she started
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working at University Hospital and served as
an LPN retiring in 1985.

She married Thomas Harris and had four
children. Her husband passed away in 2003.

She currently resides in Birmingham, Ala-
bama.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing
Mrs. Mary Alyce Traylor Harris as she cele-
brates her 70th anniversary of graduating from
East Highland High School.

————————

HONORING THE WAGNALLS
MEMORIAL LIBRARY

HON. STEVE STIVERS

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 28, 2015

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize The Wagnalls Memorial Library in
Lithopolis, Ohio. The Wagnalls Memorial will
be celebrating 90 years of serving the commu-
nity this May.

The Wagnalls Memorial was dedicated by
Mabel Wagnalls Jones in honor of her par-
ents, Adam and Anna Willis Wagnalls, on May
30, 1925. The Wagnalls Memorial houses both
a library and a community theatre where fami-
lies, children and adults are able to learn, per-
form and volunteer.

In the time since being dedicated, nearly $5
million in capital improvements have been
made to The Wagnalls Memorial, allowing the
community to enjoy the use of the library and
other facilities for community events. Addition-
ally, The Wagnalls Memorial has hosted
events ranging from reading programs, to the-
atre and art classes for children and adults.

The Wagnalls Memorial continues to be an
important cornerstone of the community today.
Recently, the Wagnalls Board of Directors ap-
proved The Legacy Campaign in an effort to
assure The Wagnalls Memorial is able to con-
tinue operating well into the future.

The Wagnalls Memorial has had a long his-
tory of service and bringing the community to-
gether. | offer my sincere congratulations to
The Wagnalls Memorial on their 90th anniver-
sary. On behalf of the people of Ohio’s 15th
Congressional District, | thank The Wagnalls
Memorial for all you do for our community and
wish you the best in the future.

———

THE UNITED STATES AND
KAZAKHSTAN

HON. ROBERT B. ADERHOLT

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 28, 2015

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, | would like
to recognize the importance of the relationship
between Kazakhstan and the United States. |
recently had the honor of meeting with Prime
Minister of Kazakhstan Karim Massimov to
discuss Kazakhstan and its contributions to
the international community when the Prime
Minister visited Washington to attend IMF and
World Bank meetings.

The Republic of Kazakhstan is an important
partner to the United States in Central Asia in
many ways and is key to our interests in that
region and globally. Led by President
Nursultan Nazarbayev, Kazakhstan is a reli-
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able partner on the world stage in the areas
of energy and regional security, economic de-
velopment and trade and political and regional
stability.

With a population of 18 million people and
a size nearly four times that of Texas,
Kazakhstan sits at the heart of Central Asia.
The country is bordered by Russia and China
and is strategically located near Turkey, Iran,
India and Eastern Europe. Kazakhstan was
the first post-soviet State to lead the 56-coun-
try Organization for Cooperation and Security
in Europe (OSCE) in 2010. As a Member of
the U.S. Commission on Security and Co-
operation in Europe (CSCE) and a Vice-Presi-
dent of the Parliamentary Assembly of the
OSCE, | have seen Kazakhstan’s engagement
and commitment firsthand.

Kazakhstan has been a global leader in nu-
clear non-proliferation for 20 years—an
achievement reached soon after its independ-
ence in 1991. In 1993, it was the first nation
to dismantle its nuclear weapons and secure
its nuclear materials under the Nunn-Lugar nu-
clear nonproliferation program, led by former
Senators Sam Nunn (D-GA) and Richard
Lugar (R-IN). Since then, it has remained a
global leader and U.S. partner in non-prolifera-
tion efforts.

Kazakhstan is also an essential partner in
assisting the United States in counter ter-
rorism efforts by serving as a supply route and
operational partner and supporting the re-
integration of Afghanistan into Central Asia,
committing millions of dollars. It plays a unique
role in fostering and solidifying positive diplo-
matic relations with regional powers and main-
taining economic stability.

The United States and Kazakhstan, among
others, strongly support the Modern Day Silk
Road initiative, which would revitalize the
2000-year-old Silk Road trading route that
connected South and Central Asia to the Med-
iterranean. The New Silk Road would serve as
a critical transportation, communications,
trade, energy and cultural bridge between
East and West, linking China and India with
Europe and supporting the stability of Afghani-
stan and Pakistan. Kazakhstan is central to its
development.

Domestically, Kazakhstan remains the melt-
ing pot of Central Asia, given its Kazakh, Rus-
sian, Turkish, Mongolian and many other cul-
tural influences. Religious freedom and ethnic
tolerance are key principles in its governance,
with its diverse mix of people and traditions. In
January 2015, Kazakhstan signed an agree-
ment with the Organization for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD) to initiate
new national reforms for government min-
istries, the justice system, infrastructure devel-
opment and green economy initiatives, political
reform and human rights and democratic prin-
ciples through transparency and account-
ability.

Mr. Speaker, | believe that continuing to in-
crease our relationship with the good people
of Kazakhstan is important to our common in-
terests, and | encourage my fellow members
to participate in opportunities to travel to the
region in order to become better acquainted
with the progress that has been made in the
country, and to encourage the continued polit-
ical cooperation while taking advantage of the
progress in opening the market to encourage
joint investment.
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